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A 

Barbarous  Murder,  &c. 


ON  the  28th  of  January,  1556,  was  Lord 
Stourton  committed  to  the  Tower  for  the 
Death  of  Two  Gentlemen,  Father  and  Son, 
lately  by  him  and  his  Men  murdered. 

On  the  17th  of  February  the  Lord  Stourton 
came  from  the  Tower  with  one  of  his  Men  to 
Weftminfler,  before  the  Council  and  Judges, 
where  the  Evidence  was  declared  before  his 
own  Face,  and  he  could  not  deny  it. 

On  the  next  Day  four  of  his  Men  came  from 
the  Tower  unto  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  before 
certain  of  the  Council,  and  were  there  examined 
concerning  the  Death  of  Mr.  Hartgill  and  his 
Son,  and  afterwards  carried  back  again* 

On  the  26th  the  Lord  Stourton  was  arraigned 
at  Weftminfter-Hall,  before  the  Judges  and 
divers  of  the  Council,  as  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Brooks,  Lord  Steward,  Lord  Treafurer,  and 
divers  other  Lords  and  Knights  :  It  was  long 
before  he  would  anfwer  to  the  Charge  laid 
againft  him,  ’till  at  laft  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
Hood  and  declared  to  him,  that  he  was  to  be 
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prefs’d  to  Death  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  if 
he  would  not  anfwer  to  the  Charge  laid  again# 
him,  after  which  he  made  his  Anfwer,  and  was 
cad;  by  his  own  Words,  and  condemn’d  to  be 
hanged,  together  with  his  four  Men,  and  fo 
to  be  carried  to  the  Tower  again,  ’till  they  had 
further  Commandment  from  the  Council. 

On  the  2d  of  March  the  Lord  Stourton  rode 
from  the  Tower,  with  Sir  Robert  Oxenbridge, 
the  Lieutenant,  and  four  of  his  Servants,  with 
certain  of  the  Guards,  through  London  to¬ 
wards  Salifbury,  where  he  was  to  be  executed. 
The  fir#  Night  they  lay  at  Houndow,  the 
next  Day  they  went  to  Staines,  thence  to  Ba¬ 
il  ngftoke,  and  fo  to  Salifbury,  where  he  dif¬ 
fered  the  Death  he  well  deferved,  for  his  and 
his  Men’s  Crimes  w^ere  heinous,  as  fhall  be 
fhewed  hereafter. 

Execution  was  done  upon  him  March  the 
6th,  in  the  Market-Place  at  Salifbury,  and  his 
Men  in  the  Country  near  the  Place  where  the 
Murder  was  done. 

This  Lord  made  great  Lamentation  at  his 
Death,  for  his  wilful  and  impious  Deed. 

In  the  latter  End  of  this  Year,  in  the  Month 
of  March,  was  Charles  Lord  Stourton  hanged 
at  Salifbury,  and  four  of  his  Servants  in  other 
Places,  for  the  barbarous  Murder  of  Mr.  Hart- 
gill  and  his  Son,  two  Gentlemen  of  Kilming- 
ton,  in  Somerfetfhire.  They  had  been  out  of 
a  Shew  of  Kindnefs,  and  making  an  End  of  a 
long  Quarrel,  invited  to  meet  that  Lord,  and 
fo  were  fet  upon  by  a  great  many  of  his  Ser¬ 
vants,  bound,  knocked  on  the  Head,  their 
Throats  cut,  and  buried  fifteen  Feet  deep  in 
his  Houfe. 
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Our  Hiftorlans  do  not  relate  more  of  this 
Murder,  but  it  hath  fo  many  Circumftances  of 
Bafenefs,  and  other  Matters  in  it  worthy  of 
taking  Notice  of,  that  I  fhall  give  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  Account  of  the  firil  Original,  and  the 
Progrefs  of  it,  from  an  authentic  Manufcript 
written  about  the  Time. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth, 
William  Lord  Stourton  having  Charge  of  one 
of  the  King’s  Pieces  nigh  Bologn,  died;  ihortly 
after  whofe  Death,  Charles  Lord  Stourton,  Son 
and  Heir  of  the  laid  William  Lord  Stourton, 
came  to  Kilmington,  in  the  County  of  Somer- 
fet,  to  the  Houfe  of  one  William  Hartgill, 
Efq;  where  Dame  Elizabeth,  late  Wife  to  the 
faid  Lord  William,  and  Mother  to  the  faid 
Charles  Lord  Stourton,  did  fojourn,  and  then 
and  there  was  earneftly  in  Hand  with  the  faid 
William  Hartgill,  to  be  a  Means  unto  the  faid 
Dame  Elizabeth,  that  fhe  fhould  enter  into  a 
Bond  to  him,  the  faid  Lord  Charles,  in  a  great 
Sum  of  Money,  that  fhe  fhould  not  marry, 
which  the  faid  William  Hartgill  refilled  to  do, 
unlefs  the  faid  Charles  Lord  Stourton  would 
affign  out  fome  yearly  Portion  for  his  faid  Mo¬ 
ther  to  live  upon.  In  difcourling  this  Matter, 
the  faid  Charles  Lord  Stourton  fell  utterly  out 
with  the  faid  William  Hartgill ;  and  ihortly 
after,  upon  Whitfunday  in  the  Morning,  the 
faid  Charles  Lord  Stourton  came  to  Kilming¬ 
ton  Church  with  a  great  many  Men,  with  Bows 
and  Arrows,  and  Guns,  and  when  he  came 
almod  to  the  Church-Door,  John  Hartgill, 
Son  of  the  faid  William  Hartgill,  being  a  tall, 
in  fly  young  Gentlemen,  and  being  told  of  the 
faid  Lord  Stourton’s  coining,  went  out  of  the 
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Church  and  drew  his  Sword*  and  ran  to  his 
Father’s  Houfe  adjoining  to  the  Church-Yard 
Side  ;  divers  Arrows  were  fhot  at  him  in  his 
paffing,  but  he  was  not  hurt ;  his  Father*  the 
faid  William  Hartgill,  and  his  Wife*  were  old 
Folks*  and  driven  to  go  up  into  the  Tower  of 
the  Church,  with  two  or  three  of  their  Ser¬ 
vants,  for  Safeguard  of  their  Lives.  When  the 
faid  John  Hartgill  was  come  into  his  Father’s 
Houfe*  he  took  his  long  Bow  and  Arrow*  bent 
a  Crofs  Bow*  and  charged  a  Gun,  and  caufed 
a  Woman  to  bring  the  Crofs  Bow  and  Gun 
after  him,  and  himfelf  with  his  long  Bow 
came  forth  and  drove  aw^y  the  faid  Lord  Charles 
and  all  his  Men  from  the  Houfe,  and  from 
about  the  Church,  lo  not  one  of  the  Company 
tarried,  faving  Half  a  Score  that  were  entered 
into  the  Church,  amongft  whom  one  was  hurt 
in  the  Shoulder  with  a  Hail  Shot  by  the  faid 
John  Hartgill;  and  when  all  that  were  Abroad 
were  fled,  the  faid  John  Hartgill  afked  his 
Father  what  he  fhould  do,  to  which  his  Father 
anfwered  and  faid,  “  Take  your  Horfe  and  ride 
up  to  the  Court ,  and  tell  the  honourable  Council 
how  I  am  ufed whereupon,  when  the  faid 
John  Hartgill  had  taken  Orders  to  provide 
Meat  and  Drink  to  be  pulled  up  into  the  Tower 
of  the  Church,  to  relieve  them  that  were  there; 
and  the  Monday  towards  Evening,  he  told  the 
honourable  Council  how  his  Father  was  dealt 
withal,  whereupon  they  fent  down  Mr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Speak,  Knight,  the  High  Sheriff  of  So¬ 
rrier  fet,  not  only  to  deliver  the  Captives,  but 
alfo  to  bring  up  with  him  the  faid  Charles 
Lord  Stourton,  whom,  when  he  came,  the  faid 
honourable  Council  committed  to  the  Fleet, 

where- 
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where  he  tarried  not  long.  It  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  as  foon  as  John  Hartgill  was  rid¬ 
den  towards  London,  to  the  honourable  Coun¬ 
cil,  that  Lord  Stourton’s  Men  returned  to  the 
Church  of  Kilmington,  and  about  Mr.  Hart- 
gill’s  Houfe  again,  and  fo  continued  ’till  the 
coming  down  of  the  faid  Sheriff,  which  was 
the  Wednefday  in  the  Whitfun  Week  ;  during 
all  which  Time,  the  faid  William  Hartgill 
and  his  Men  were  kept  in  the  Church  Tower. 
Mary,  the  faid  William  Hartgili’s  Wife,  was 
permitted  to  go  Home  the  Whitfunday  to¬ 
wards  Night,  in  the  mean  Time  the  faid  Lord 
Stourton’s  Men  went  to  the  Pafture  of  the  faid 
William  Hartgill,  and  there  took  up  his  own 
Riding  Gelding,  being  then  worth  Eight 
Pounds,  and  carried  him  to  Stourton  Park 
Pales,  and  there  fhot  him  with  a  Crofs  Bow, 
and  killed  the  Gelding,  noifing  Abroad,  that 
the  faid  William  Hartgill  had  that  Night  been 
Hunting  in  the  faid  Park  upon  the  Gelding. 
Thus  Lord  Stourton  continued  his  Malice  on 
ftill,  during  all  King  Edward’s  Reign,  and 
with  Violence  and  Force  took  from  the  faid 
William  Hartgill,  all  the  Corn  and  Cattle 
that  he  could  any  Ways  come  by,  which  was 
the  faid  Hartgili’s. 

When  King  Edward  was  dead,  the  faid  Wil¬ 
liam  Hartgill  and  his  Son  made  humble  Suit 
to  Queen  Mary  and  her  honourable  Council,  * 
for  fome  Redrefs,  (her  Majefty  lying  then  at 
Baling-End,  in  Hampfhire)  which  faid  Coun¬ 
cil  called  the  faid  Lord  Stourton  and  William 
Hartgill  before  them,  and  there  the  faid  Lord 
Stourton  promifed,  that  if  the  faid  William 
Hartgill  and  his  Son  would  come  Home  to 
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his  Houfe,  and  delire  his  good  Will,  they 
fliould  not  only  have  it,  but  alfo  to  be  reftored 
to  their  Goods  and  Cattle  that  he  had  of  theirs, 
whereupon  they,  trufling  his  faithful  Promife 
made  before  fuch  Prefence,  took  one  John 
Dackccmbe,  Efq;  with  them,  to  be  a  Witnefs 
of  their  Submiffion ;  and  when  they  came  nigh 
Stourton  Houfe,  in  a  Lane,  Half  a  Dozen  of 
the  Lord  Stourton’s  Men  rufhed  forth,  and 
letting  Mr.  Dackcombe  and  the  faid  William 
Hartglll  pafs  them,  ftepl  before  the  faid  John 
Hartgill,  and  when  he  turned  his  Horfe  to 
have  ridden  away  homeward  again,  Six  other 
of  the  faid  Lord’s  Men  were  there,  to  Hay 
him,  with  Weapons ;  and  fo  being  befet  both 
before  and  behind,  they  flruck  at  him,  and 
before  he  could  draw  his  Sv  ord  and  get  from 
his  Horfe,  they  had  wounded  him  in  three  or 
four  Places ;  then  he  got  his  Back  to  a  Fledge, 
and  defended  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could,  al¬ 
beit  they  wounded  him  in  the  Hand,  Body, 
and  Legs,  and  left  him  for  dead.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  when  he  had  lain  fo  almcit  Half  an  Hour, 
he  came  to  himfelf  again,  and  by  the  Help  of 
a  Cook  of  the  faid  Lord  Stourton,  who  took 
Pity  upon  him,  he  got  upon  his  Horfe  again, 
and  fo  took  to  the  Houfe  of  one  Richard 
MumpefTon,  of  Maiden-Bradley,  Gent. 

This  at  laffc  became  a  Star-chamber  Rufinefs, 
and  in  fine  the  Matter  appe  ired  fo  heinoufly 
bafe  on  the  Lord  Stourton’s  Side,  that  he  was 
fined  in  a  certain  Sum  to  be  paid  the  Hartgiil’s, 
and  was  imprifoned  in  the  Fleet,  from  whence 
he  obtained  Licence,  upon  fome  Pretence,  vo 
retire  for  a  while  unto  his  Houfe  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  where  he  took  his  Opportunity  to  muruer 

both 


[  9  ] 

both  thefe  Gentlemen  In  a  moft  horrible  Man*, 
ner  ;  for  this,  having  been  arraigned  and  con¬ 
demned  at  Weflminlter,  he  was  fent  down  to 
Saljfbury,  and  there  hanged  in  a  Silken  Halter; 
which  Halter  was  hung  up  and  fhewil  in  the 
Cathedral  Church  of  Salifbury.  This  Lord 
thought  to  beai  out  himfelf  becaufe  he  was  a 
Papift,  and  the  Hartgiils  Favourers  of  the 
Gofpeh  But  the  Queen  and  Council  (fays 
Cooper  in  his  Chronicle)  were  much  difpleafed 
with  this  Aft,  and  therefore  fearing  lead  the 
Example  might  take  Place  in  others,  willed 
Procefs  and  Judgment  to  proceed  againft  him. 

But  I  will  relate  more  particularly  the  treach¬ 
erous,  falfe,  inhuman  Proceedings  of  this  Lord, 
with  thefe  poor  Gentlemen,  as  1  tranfcribe 
them  out  of  my  Papers. 

•  Being  licenfed  a  little  before  Chriftmas,  for 
certain  Confiderations,  to  repair  into  the  Coun- 
try,  upon  Bond  of  Two  Thoufand  Pounds  to 
furrender  himfelf  Prifoner  again  in  the  Fleet, 
the  far  ft  Day  of  the  Term,  promifing  faithfully 
in  the  mean  Time  to  pay  unto  the  Hartgiils 
fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  he  was  condemned  to 
pay  them.  He  devifed  within  three  or  four 
Days  after  his  Arrival  at  his  Houfe  of  Stourton 
Caundle,  to  fend  certain  Perfonages  to  the  faid 
Hartgiils,  to  declare  unto  them,  that  he  was 
ready  to  pay  unto  them  the  faid  Sums  of  Mo¬ 
ney,  according  as  it  was  ordered  by  the  Star- 
Chamber  ;  and  to  commune  with  them  alfo 
for  the  fui  tner  ending  and  cjuieting  all  Mutters 
between  them;  for  the  which  Purpofe,  defired 
a  Place  and  Time  to  be  appointed  of  meeting 
together.  .  Tbr^two  Hartgiils  received  this 
Errand  with  much  Confternation,  and  albeit 
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they  ftood  in  fome  Fear  that  my  Lord  meant 
not  altogether  as  he  had  caufed  to  be  declared 
unto  them,  and  therefore  Hood  in  much  Doubt 
to  adventure  themfelves ;  yet  were  they  in  the 
End  content  to  meet  with  him  at  Kilmington 
Church  the  Monday  after  Twelfth  Day ;  and 
which  Day,  being  the  nth  Day  of  January, 
about  Ten  of  the  Clock,  the  faid  Lord  Stour- 
ton  came  to  Kilmington,  accompanied  with 
fifteen  or  fixteen  of  his  own  Servants,  and  fun- 
dry  of  his  Tenants,  and  fome  Gentlemen  and 
Juftices,  to  the  Number  of  lixty  Perfons  in  alb, 
TheHartgills  attending  at  the  Place  appointed, 
and  feeing  my  Lord  Stourton  to  be  at  Hand, 
and  to  come  with  fuch  a  very  great  Company, 
began  very  much  to  dread.  My  Lord  came 
not  to  the  Church,  but  went  to  the  Church- 
Houfe,  being  forty  Paces  diftant  from  the 
Church-Yard,  from  thence  he  fent  Word  to 
the  Hartgills,  who  yet  were  in  the  Church, 
that  the  Church  was  no  Place  to  talk  of  worldly 
Matters,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  Church- 
Houfe  to  be  a  fitter  Place  :  The  Hartgilis 
came  out  of  the  Church,  and  being  within 
twenty  Paces  of  my  Lord,  old  Hartgill,  after 
due  Salutation,  faid,  my  Lord,  I  fee  many  of 
mine  Enemies  about  your  Lordlhip,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  am  very  much  afraid  to,  come  any  nearer- 
My  Lord  allured  him  fir  ft  himfelf,  and  after 
him  Sir  James  Fitzjames  Chaffyn,  and  others 
emboldened  him  as  much  as  they  could,  faying 
they  durft  be  bound  in  all  they  had,  they  fhould 
have  no  bodily  Hurt  :  Upon  this  Comfort,  he 
approached  to  my  Lord’s  Per  foil,  and  my  Lord 
told  him  he  was  come  to  pay  them  Money, 
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have  had  them  go  into  the  Church-Houfe  to 
receive  it,  but  the  Hartgills  fearing  Ill  to  be 
meant  unto  them,  refufed  to  enter  into  any 
covered  Place,  the  Church  excepted  ;  where¬ 
upon,  fome  being  prefent  thought  that  a  Table 
Ihould  be  fet  upon  the  open  Green,  which  was 
done  accordingly.  My  Lord  laid  thereupon  a 
Cap-Cafe  and  a  Purfe,  as  tho’  he  had  intended 
to  make  Payment,  and  calling  near  unto  him 
the  faid  two  Hartgills,  faid  unto  them,  the 
Council  had  ordered  him  to  pay  unto  them  a 
certain  Sum  of  Money,  which  they  fhould  have 
every  Penny,  Marry  he  would  firjl  know  them 
to  be  true  Men:  This  was  the  Watch-word  that 
he  gave  to  his  Men  as  he  came  by  the  Way 
thither,  and  therewith  he  laid  Hands  upon 
them  both,  faying,  I  arrefi  you  of  Felony ,  and 
therewith  his  Men,  which,  to  the  Number  of 
ten  or  twelve,  Pood  purpofely  round  about 
him,  laid  hold  on  them,  and  by  Violence 
thruft  and  drew  them  into  the  Church-Houfe, 
where,  with  his  own  Hand,  he  took  from  them 
their  Purfes,  of  the  which,  one  of  them  falling 
from  him,  was,  by  a  Servant  of  his,  named 
Upham,  taken  up,  and  afterwards  brought  by 
him  to  Stourton,  where  my  Lord  received  it, 
and  finding  a  Turquoiz  therein,  he  made  a 
Prefent  thereof  unto  the  Lady  Stourton.  And 
then  the  faid  Lord  Stourton  having  in  Readi- 
nefs  two  blue  Bands  of  Incie,  which  that  Morn¬ 
ing  he  had  purpofely  brought  with  him  from 
Stourton,  delivered  them  to  his  Man  to  bind 
the  faid  Hartgills  withal,  in  the  faid  Church- 
Houfe  ;  and  whilft  they  were  a  binding  them, 
he  gave  the  faid  Upham,  being  one  of  the  Men, 
two  great  Blows,  becaufe  he  went  to  pinion 
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them,  and  did  not  tye  their  Hands  behind 
them  ;  and  to  the  Younger  of  the  Hartgills, 
being  bound,  he  gave  a  great  Blow  in  his  Face, 
for  that  he  faid  the  Cruelty  die  wed  unto  them 
was  too  much  ;  and  coming  out  of  the  Houfe, 
with  his  naked  Sword,  finding  at  the  Door  the 
faid  young  Hartgill’s  Wife,  fir  ft  fpurned  at 
her,  and  then  kicked  at  her,  as  with  his  Spurs 
he  rent  a  great  Piece  off  from  one  of  her  Hofe 
from  her  Leg,  and  finally  he  gave  her  with 
his  Sivord  fucn  a  Stroke  between  her  Neck  and 
Head,  that  lire  fell  therewith  to  the  Ground  as 
Dead,  fo  as  in  three  Hours  the  Company  had 
much  ado  to  keep  Life  in  her ;  of  the  which 
Stroke  fire  keepeth  yet  her  Bed,  and  lieth  in 
fuch  Cale  as  God  knoweth  w7hat  will  become 
of  her.  From  thence  the  two  Hartgills  being 
fad  bound,  he  caufed  them  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  Parfonage  of  Kilmington,  where  all  that 
Day  they  were  kept,  their  Arms  being  bound 
behind  them,  and  without  Meat  or  Drink ;  at 
the  which  Place,  had  he  not  been  otherwife 
perfuaded  by  one  of  his  Men,  they  had  been 
that  Night  murdered,  About  one  or  twro 
o’Clock  in  the  Morning  they  were  from  thence 
conveyed  to  a  Houfe  of  his  called  Bonham, 
two  Miles  off,  within  a  Quarter  of  a  Mile  of 
Stourton,  where  my  Lord  himfelf  lay,  when 
arrived  the  Tuefday  about  three  o’Clock  in  the 
Morning  ;  they  were  laid  fait  bound  in  two 
ieveral  Places,  without  Meat  or  Drink,  or  Fire, 
or  any  Thing  to  lie  upon.  About  four  o’Clock 
in  the  Afternoon,  my  Lord  fent  unto  them  two 
Juilices  of  the  Peace  to  examine  them,  whom 
he  made  believe,  he  would  the  next  Morning 
fend  them  to  Goal ;  and  to  that  End  he  caufed 
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the  faid  Juftices  to  put  their  Hands  to  a  Mitti¬ 
mus.  As  foon  as  the  Juftices  came  into  the 
Houfe,  finding  them  bound,  they  caufed  them 
to  be  loofed,  and  advifed  my  Lord’s  Men,  that 
kept  them,  to  fuffer  them  fo  to  continue;  fay¬ 
ing,  that  there  was  no  Doubt  of  the  efcapingof 
them :  But  as  ft>on  as  the  faid  Juftices  were  de¬ 
parted,  my  Lord  lent  firft  Saunder  Moor,  and 
then  Frank,  and  then  William  Farree,  being 
all  three  his  Men,  to  caufe  them  to  be  bound 
again,  and  to  be  laid  in  two  feveral  Places, 
commanding  further  all  the  Keepers  to  come 
away,  faving  fuch  as  he  efpecially  appointed 
for  the  Murder  which  enfued,  and  which  he  had 
before  procured  to  do  the  Ad:,  promifing,  they 
ftiould  do  no  more  than  he  himfelf  would  do. 

About  ten  o’Clock  my  Lord  fent  to  Bonham 
William  Farree,  Roger  Gough,  JohnVPelchman 
and  Macute  Jacob,  commanding  them  to  fetch 
the  faid  Hartgills  to  the  Place  appointed,  warn¬ 
ing  them,  that  in  Cafe  by  the  Way  the  faid 
Hartgills,  upon  Sufpicion  what  was  meant  to 
them,  fhould  make  any  Noife,  to  rid  them  of 
their  Lives  before  the  coming  of  them  to  the 
faid  Place.  The  four  above-named  finding  at 
Bonham  Henry  Sims,  who  was  appointed  to 
watch  the  Houfe,  went  into  the  fame,  and 
brought  out  the  two  Hartgills,  and  bringing 
them  into  a  Clofe  Joining  hard  to  Stourton,  they 
were  knocked  on  the  Heads  with  two  Clubs, 
wherewdth  kneeling  down  on  their  Knees,  and 
their  Hands  faft  bound  behind  them,  being  at 
one  Stroke  felled  to  the  Ground  ;  they  received 
afterwards  fundry  Strokes,  ’till  the  Murderers 
thought  they  had  been  ftark  dead,  (my  Lord 
in  the  mean  Seafon  Handing  at  the  Gallery- 
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Door,  which  was  not  but  a  final]  Diftance  from 
the  PI  ace  of  Execution)  this  done  they  wrap¬ 
ped  them  in  their  own  Gowns,  and  fo  carried 
the  Bodies  among  them,  through  a  Garden 
into  my  Lord’s  Gallery,  at  the  Door  whereof 
they  found  my  Lord  according  as  he  had  pro- 
mifed,  and  from  thence  into  a  little  Place  in 
the  End  thereof :  My  faid  Lord  bearing  the 
Candle  before  them,  where  he  that  carried  old 
Mr.  Oartgill,  miffing  a  Plank,  fell  down  into 
a  Hole,  and  the  Body  with  him  :  This  Place 
was  hard  by  my  Lord’s  Chamber,  to  which 
Place  the  Bodies  being  brought  not  full  dead, 
they  groaned  very  much,  efpecially  old  Mr. 
Hartgill,  which  they  hearing,  William  Farree, 
one  of  the  Murderers,  (wearing  by  God’s  Blood 
they  were  not  yet  dead,  and  Henry  Sims  fay¬ 
ing  it  were  a  good  Deed  to  rid  them  out  of 
their  Pains,  and  my  Lord  himfelf  ordered  their 
Throats  to  he  cut,  for  Fear  a  French  PrieiL 

:  The  faid 

William  Farree  took  out  his  Knife,  and  cut 
both  their  Throats,  my  Lord  Handing  by  with 
the  Candle  in  his  Hand,  and  one  of  the  Mur¬ 
derers  then  faid,  Ah!  my  Lord!  this  is  a  piti¬ 
ful  Sight ,  had  I  thought  that  I  now  think ,  before 
the  Thing  was  done3  your  whole  Land  Jloould  not 
have  won  pie  to  confent  to  fuch  an  Act :  My  Lord 
anfwered,  hVhat  a  faint-hearted  Knave  is  this  : 
Is  it  any  more  than  ridding  of  tzvo  Knaves ,  that 
living ,  were  troublefome  both  to  God's  Love  and 
Mans  f  there  is  no  more  Account  to  be  made  of 
them ,  than  the  killing  of  tzvo  Sheep .  Then 
were  their  Bodies  tumbled  down  into  a  Dun¬ 
geon,  my  Lord  walking  by,  up  and  down; 
and  after  Henry  Sims  and  Roger  Gough  were 
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conveyed  down  with  Cords,  (for  there  were 
no  Steps)  who  digged  the  Pit  for  them,  and 
there  buried  them  both  together  ;  my  Lord 
oftentimes,  in  the  mean  Time,  calling  from 
above  to  make  fpeed,  for  that  the  Night  went 
away. 

The  Bodies  have  fmce  then  been  digged  up 
by  Sir  Anthony  Hungerford,  fent  purpofely  to 
the  Place  for  that  Purpofe,  and  were  found  in 
the  felf-fame  Apparel  that  they  were  taken  in, 
buried  very  deep,  covered  fir  ft  with  Earth,  and 
then  two  Courfes  of  thick  Paving,  and  finally 
with  Chips  and  Shavings  of  Timber,  above 
the  Quantity  of  two  Cart-Loads.  In  the  Exa¬ 
mination  of  thefe  Matters  it  is  fallen  out,  that 
he  caufed,  not  long  fince,  a  Barn  of  one  Tho¬ 
mas  Chaffin’s  to  be  fet  on  Fire  by  three  of  his 
Servants,  againft  which  Chaffin  (for  that  he 
laid  it  was  not  done  without  the  Knowledge  of 
the  faid  Lord  Stourton,  or  fome  of  his  Ser¬ 
vants)  he  took  an  Adtion  upon  the  Cafe,  and 
recovered  of  him  an  Hundred  Pounds  Damage, 
for  the  Payment  whereof  he  took  out  of  his 
Pafture  by  Force  twelve  Hundred  Sheep,  with 
the  Wool  upon  their  Backs;  and  all  the  Oxen, 
Kine,  Horfes  and  Mares,  that  he  could  find 
in  the  faid  Pafture. 

From  one  Willoughby  he  caufed  to  be 
taken,  for  his  Pleafure,  a  whole  Team  of 
Oxen,  whereof  two  were  found  at  this  prefent 
a  fatting  in  the  Stall  of  his  Houfe. 

His  other  Routs,  Riots,  Robberies,  and 
Murders,  are  too  long  to  write,  and  thus  ends 
this  Relation* 
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